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Queft. 1. Hat’s the reafon of the Mercury's af- 
cending inthe Glafs Tube always 
in fair Weather, and defcending in 


rainy Weather ? If you can demonffrare it to be fome une- 
qual prejjure of the Atutofphere, I ask further, How a Column 
of the Armolphere can weigh as much thrd the Roof of a 
Houle, Chambers and all, as in the open Firmament, wen 
nothing interpofes ? ss Par 

dniw. This is a Noble Queftion, and if Anfwer'd 
folly and intelligibly, as ic fhou’d be, will remove the 
prejudices with which fome of our Jater Poilofophers 
have embarrafsd it withal. This Quefiion has proper- 
ly two parts, neither of ‘em inconfiderable, We fhall 
coafider the firft of ’emin its place: But firft of all 
we muft premile, That in all Bodies there’s a twofold 
Weicht, one Specifical, the other Individual ; by Speci- 
fic we mean that weight which every Body has in ir teif, 
comparatively to another Body of the fame Bulk: For 
example, a piece of Gold bears fuch proportion in 
weight to a piece of Lead of the fame bignefs, as 100 
to 601°: By Individual weight, we mean Bodies which 
are ot the {ame Weiaht when weighed in a pair of 
Scales, as a pound weight of Iron is as heavy as a 
pound of Wool, altho their Bulks be very unpropor- 
tional. Ob this laft Weight we fhal!l confider the Air, 
ad we find by the Experiments that have been lately 
made, that Quickfilver is about 14000 times heavier 
than the Air, from whence it will tollow, that a Co- 
lumn of Air, equsl in thicknels to a Cilinder of Quich filver, 
must be 14020 times as long as that Cilinder of Quick fil- 
ver, to ballance or Counterpoize it. But for the ule ofa 
few, before we fhow after what manner it counterpoi- 
zes the Quickfilver, we ought to give iuch an Account 
of the Weather-glafs, as perhaps every one has not 
had either the Opportunity, or Curiofity to acquaint 
themfelves with, The Tube of Gla(s which contains 
the Mercury, is hermetically feal’d up at the one end, 
and then the Mercury putin bya lictle ata time, chat 
the Air inthe Tube may be at liberty to come out ; 
for if it were put in as faft as the Tube won'd receive 
jt, it woud comprets the Air in it like an Air gun, and 
by confequence not come to the Bottom; and the 
Quickfilver being once in, and of a very clofe Body, 
(as is manifeft by its weight} it keeps the Air from 
getting betwixt it and the top of the Tube when it fib- 
fides, and by this means there’s no Column of Air to 
weigh the Quickfilver down, befides tts own natural 
Gravity. At the bottom of this Tube is plac’da fore 
ofa Ciftern, which has fuch a Communication with 
the Tube, that there is form'd @ kind of a Natural Bal- 
lance ; tor the Column of Air which preffes upon the 
Cijtern counterpoizes the Quickfilver in the Tube, and 
when the Atmotphere is very heavy, the Quickfilver 
mounts up, as the lighter Scale always does by the 
drawing of the heavier ; and when the leaft weight is 
(ubftraéted from the preflure of the Atmofphere, the 
Silver prevatls, and finks lower. 

Bur the Dificuley yet recurrs, Why does the Quick- 
filver fall low when the Air is very full of Rain and 
(loads, and therefore apparently fhou'd be the heavier. 
Tothis We Antwer, That ‘tis a Miftake, and ic will 
appear fo, if we confider, that Vapours which are 
much lighter than the Air, do therefore rife upwards 
when the Air thrufts under ’em; (which by the by 
difeovers the Vulgar Error of their being drawn up 
by the heat of the Sun) and thele being added to the 
weight ofthe Air, muft neceffarily make the Atmof- 
phere heavier wherefoever there be any oppofite 
Wind to drive em together, and to condenle ’em into 
thick Clouds ; or whether they expatiate, being rari- 
tied by heat, tor they are yet the fame Weight, allché. 


in a more extended and larger Compa{s. Now if we 
fuppofe ‘em by the extremity of Cold to contract 
themfelves, or by the contrariety of Winds to be juit- 
led into thick Clouds, it will only follow, that cue 
fame Individual Weight 1s now In a lefler room, and 
the preflure ot the Atmeiphere the fame, for its ai] 
one, whether a fleece of Wool be weigh'd loofe, o: 
ftraitty’d up. But it will be yet Objected, Thar Ex 

perience feems to contradict chis, fince before any Rain 
falls, when the face of the Sky is very cloudy and dull, 
the Quickfilver does attually fubfide: To thiswe An 

{wer, That thd it does not Rain immediately in fuch 
or juch a County, yet it certainly does in fome Neigh- 
bouring one or other, perhaps within 30, 40, o1 50 
Miles, and the Air being fluid, it foon retires to chele 
places (that is, where Rain is failing ) and thereby 
takes off from the preflure of the Atmolphere, wheve 
n> Kain had yet fallen, which therefore has the fame 
effect upon the Mercury, as it fo much Rain had actu- 
ally fallen where it was expected, and where the Mer- 
cury actually fubiides, and this we hope does tully folve 
the Cale, 

As to the latter part of the Queffion, which asks, 
How the Air can weigh as much in an Honfe, thré 
Roof, Chambers and all, asin the open Firmament : 
We Aniwer, It weighs not thré the Roof of the houte: 
but being a fluid Body, it makes its paflage chro’ doors, 
Windows, ee. ard is as hird crowded there, and by 
confequence muft we'gh as much as in the open Fir- 
mament. That "tis as clole crowded in a Houte, as 
abroad, is plainenough. We'll fuppofe the Air to be 
Water, as deep as the Atmo{phere ts high, continual- 
ly upon motion, by flux, reflux, ec. there’s no one 
cou’d be fo filly as to imagine, that it wou’d not find 
the way into Houfes, without finking through the tops 
of em; for the Air (if we fuppote any in the Hon- 
fes) would not be able to retift the impulle of the 
Water, fince the Columns of Water being pretsd on 
every fide by other Columas, and above by theirown 
Weight, could not find the like refiftance from the Air 
inthe Houfe as among({trhemfelves, and therefore muit 
enter into the Houle. Now Air being more fluid, 
we can't fuppofe it lefs able to get into Houtes than 
Water: It it be Objeéfed, That tho’ it gets in, it fol- 
Jows not that it muft be crowded as we pretend; We 
Anfwer, That if the Air in the Houfe was not as clote 
crowded together by the pre(lure of the Atmofphere, 
as that in the open Firmament,. it would follow, that 
the weaker and looler Air in the Houfe made as {trong 
an Effront upon the compretling Air without the Houte, 
as that upon it, which is as abiurd as chis Pofition. 
That the weaker is able to repell the [tronger : Now if the 
Air be as clofe crowded within, as without, thofe par- 
ticles that are next to the Cieling, muft make the fame 
refiftance againit the Cteling, or Floor, as a Column 
of Air without the Houfe, juft fo high, does make a- 
gain{t its tuperimpofitced Column, and no more: But 
the refiltance of any two Bodies, where neither gers 
ground, is mutuaily equal; therefore the Cieling pref- 
fes as much upon the Air in the Honfe, as a Column 
of Air from the top of the Cieling to the top of the 
Atmofphere, woud preis upon a Column of Air juft 
fo high asthe Cieling, and by contequeace the Cieding 
together with that Column of Air wish is juft over rhe C:- 
flern of the t#eather-gla/s, prefjes as hard upon the Air in 
the Ciftern, as a direct Clindric Column of Air in ’the o- 
pen Firmament woud di, which was to be demonftra- 
ted. 


Queft. 2. In our late Civil War a Trooper was [urprized 
by two Troopers of the adverfe Party, but had jujt time enough 


f¢ 


to fly from ibem on foot ; in his fligot he met a young Wo- 
man whom he knew, and told her bis danger ; a little ater 
the rwo Perluers met her, asking her which way the Souldi- 
er went, wrihall threarning bis Life ; fhe ( with a good Pris 
(ence of Mind) direded them the contrary way, which they 
took, and ibereby jn probability faved fzs Life ~ Query, Whe 
ther the feeming Lye of the Womans was Criminal, and a fin 
before God ? 

‘Antw. Had the young Woman told truth, fhe had 
been accefliry to Murder ; but fhe could not properly 
have been faid to tella Lye, for a Lye is that which is 
(poke with an Incention to deceive : Now to be deceived, 
does tuppole that the Perfon deceived is thereby ne- 
ceilicaced to be dilappointed of fome Truth: But that 
every Wickedne's and Sin is a Lye, is plain, becaute 
‘tis contradi¢tory to Trash, we mean, God himfelf, and 
therefore the Scriptures {peak of al/ Men being Lyars, that 
is finfull : But in this feafe, which is the moft proper, 
fhe did not deceive tie Troopers, but endeavour'd the 
coatrary, by inducing then to abftain trom Murder, 

-'troim a Lye, as we laid above ; and ‘tis no mat- 

er what Words fhe ufed co effeét iach a good End. 
Kut atter all, fhould we have juppos’d her to have told 
a Lye in the fente utually caken, it won't yet follow 
hit the was guilty of Sin, fince the was peceflitated to 
icceflary to Murder or to do it, and of two Evils 
«we choole the Jeaft, it is no longer an evil compara- 
velv co the otuer, cho’ ic might compar’d with tome- 
tning elie, fo that every way we think her innocent and 
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Queft. 3. 4 Perfon of fome Ejtate and Family having bad 
Hizh Treajon {worn again Lim, though falfcly and maliti- 
gujly, fo chat inevitably ux muyt dye for the fame, and bis Fa- 
mily ruine, meering this Man on the Road, and having a 
facr epportunity, fails on and kills him, in hopes to prevent 
thar which would otherwile inevitably befall himfel{ : Que- 
ry, Uf this Man is guilty of Murder before God ? your Anjwer 
ws dejired in the next ? 

An(w. To dy: is not an evil in its felf, fince it is eve- 
ry good Man’s Intereft, and to dye unjujtly is much lets 
ay Evil, fince theres a particular Promite to fuch as 
ate Perlecnted and iuffer unjuftly : Now it I may not do 
an ill Adion( as Murder is perhaps the greateit, next af- 
ter Idolatry ) that good may come of it, much lels may I 
do an ill Action to avoid that which is nor ill in it felf : 


So that our Aniwer is in the Negative. 


Quelt. 4. There is a young Man that was brought as a 
Suiter to me, and my Father not Complying be Courted my 
Servant, and (ays that be will have ber, although his Friends 
are againft it ; now if he will have me, my Friends will give 
him the Portion which be [aid be would have, which was three 
thouland Pounds Sterling, now our Friends and he will agree 
to your Anfwer; pray lee us have it next Saturday, and lee 
Equity be done ? 

Ax. Alas poor Lady ! 'tis pity you fhould want 
a Husband, or a Preterment above your own Maid: 
But low thall we help you, or do you Equity ? how 
can your Friends agree to our Anfwer, if the Gentle- 
man will noc? well give you our Vote of Preferment, 
and believe you to be Rich and Witty, Pious and Pret- 
ty, and your Maids Miftreis into the Bargain. We know 
ot no other Method, unlefs you can periwade the Gen- 
cleman to become a Member ot our Society, and then 
we can force him to a Complyance, fince the moft 


Votes will carry it. 


Queft. 5. Not long fince I happened to be at a merry Meet- 
ing, at which time I was taken ( of 2 {uddain ) with a Me- 
Lancholly Fit, infomuch that I abborred all Mirth, and went 
home, where when I came, I found ( 10 my great Grief ) 
my Mother dead, and upon Examination U found that fhe dy- 
ed ( as nigh as I could guefs ) at that fame inftant of time 
that I was taken with that Fit : Query, Whether this pro- 
ceeded from any Natural €aufe, or otberwife, is my Humble 
Request ? 

Anfw. This Queftion will receive its full Anfwer ve- 
ry {peedily, amongft feveral others of like Nature that 


were lately fent us by a very Ingenious Hand, occafion- 


e? by a Paffage in the Book entituled The Trya/ and Con. 
demnation of feveral Witches in New-Englard:. The Dael- 
fage is that of the Man's appearing to his Brother ia 
Bojton in New-England, the tame Moment he was Mur- 
der’d here in London. 


There is Now Publifhed 


i. He Third Fdition of 
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with the Methodizer's Apolo- 
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the World the fubftance of every 
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